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Foreword

We extend our heartfelt gratitude to the visionary team at WOUGNET
for bringing this comic book to life. Their dedication, creativity, and
passion have resulted in a powerful and engaging narrative that amplifies
the voices of women and girls navigating the digital age. Each page of this
comic is a testament to their commitment to fostering digital inclusion and
advocating for gender equality.

Our sincere appreciation also goes to our esteemed partners, Enabel and
Belgium In Development, whose steadfast support has been instrumental in
making this initiative a reality. Their shared vision of a digitally inclusive
world has driven meaningful efforts to address the challenges women and
girls face, ensuring that technology serves as a tool for empowerment
rather than exclusion.

This comic tells the inspiring story of Juliet, a bright and determined
young girl from a rural Ugandan village. Juliet dreams of becoming a
doctor, but she faces societal biases and unequal access to technology—
barriers that often stifle women's and girls' ambitions. Her journey takes
a pivotal turn during a community session led by WOUGNET, during which
she learns about the transformative potential of digital tools for families
and communities, especially for women and girls.

Inspired by this session, Juliet begins her transformation. With the
support of WOUGNET's digital literacy programs, she gains the skills and
confidence to harness technology for her education and beyond. Her story
is not just a personal triumph but a blueprint for how access to
technology and knowledge can ignite lasting change in communities.

As you journey with Juliet through her challenges and victories, we hope
her story motivates you to take action. Together, we can bridge the
gender digital divide and create a world where technology uplifts and
empowers everyone, regardless of gender or background.

Let us work towards a future where access to technology is recognised as
a right for all and used as a tool to unlock opportunities for women and
girls everywhere.

Sandra Aceng
Executive Director
Women of Uganda Network (WOUGNET)



In a Small village in Uganda lived Juliet and her
family(mother, father and two brothers). Juilet, a
sehior six vacist has a dream of becoming a
doctor, this was inspired by the fact that she
wanted to help improve the health care system of
her community.

Why does he get to

have a tablet and 1 1 &
don't even get to
have a phone? I will — .
need atleast a phone Juliet, what are \
to help me study while you doing there,
Igo touniversity. leave Jacob and
comeinside and
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help with dinner!

Okay
mummy,
I'm coming
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Ican't even get some time to apply at the
university, yet applications are soon closing.




James, I have
borrowed your
tablet to apply,
help me watch
if Dadis coming

Jdliet, what
are you doing?

That tabletis a
distraction to you. Go
and help your mom to
wash.

ButDad, Ijust
wanted to check
out universities
where I cango.




Joih us tomorrow
for a community
session on how
digital access
empowers families,
especially women
and girls.
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‘ This could be

agoed
opportunity

Iwanted to go see

the chairman
tomorrow, we can go

abit earlier to

S\ attend the meeting

Dad, Dad, can

we go to the
session
tomorrow?
It's free
-
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) \\ Inthat Juliet, we
D have to wake up early

so that we prepare
the home and your
brothers so that we
canleave early




The next day, Juliet and her parents join
acrowd at the LCI Cchairman’s home to
attend the session

Her father listens, still unsure. Juliet,
however, sees a dlimmer of hope. -

The facilitator speaks about
success stories of women empowered by
technology.

Digital tools are not
distractions—they are
opportunities!

Techhology canbe
mohitored to ensure
responsible use.

The facilitator mentions parental
controls and online safety tools, which
catch Juliet's father's attention.




Thank you, Madam facilitator, for
the very good session, I want to Iwas forced tolearn,
also share also share my when someone orders
experience about Technology,
which I learnt from my daughter any of our products
wheh she came back after online i can now also now
finishing university because she receive the order, or
wanted to start a business, she even respond.
wanhted to reach more people

while selling the honey we
harvest at home.
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She started an online shop
which even seven times
what we used to sellhere
previously, how we even
sell to customersin
Kampala and other parts
of Uganda. This hasbeen a
big opportunity for us and
our family. And I strongly
encourage everyone that
technology is a good tool.

A mother from the audience shares her success
story of how technology has helped them
research how to make their honey better, helped
them toimprove their branding and also improved

their way of living.

Maybe we've been
too harsh.

Technology canbe
destructiveif not
used well.
However, proper use
comes with
opportunities

Jdliet raises her hand to mention how
technology canbe useful for her

The audience applauds
Juliet softly.




After the session, Juliet's father approaches
_| the WOUGNET facilitator, thanking them for
the insightful session.

Thank you,

Yes, WOUGNET has a
training session, and I
am happy to share with
you some of our
programs and
absolutely! while learning
starts simple and builds

Facilitator, for the
great session, I have
a question, Does
WOUGNET have
digital training
sessions? And also,
how long does it take
for one to properly
learn certain skills.

skills over time, it usually
is continuous because
technology keeps

The facilitator hands him a pamphlet with
WOUGNET's dif ferent training programs

evolving
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Use this wisely.
Show usit's worth
it.

Thank you dad.
Ipromise Iwon'tlet
you down

Jdliet opensit to find a smartphone inside.

Back home, Juliet's father gives her a small box.




What are you doing?

I am applying for a
course, it's free of
charge

Juliet uses her phone to access an e-learning
platform, Her Digital Journey begins

Juliet hopefully
before my Dadbuys,

Thank you Juilet, I

isit okay thatiwould

have surely learnt

alot, andi can now vuglt anq stil
also search for practice using your
universities that 1 phone

cango to.

That's okay, what
are friends for!

Jdliet, its nice we have had an opportunity to
meet so that I can teach you some of the
computer skillsihavelearnt




Juliet collaborates with WOUGNET to organize
workshops for other girls.

DIGITAL LITERACY
wWorRKksHor

Absolutely! The

internet has
tutorials for
everything.

CanIuse
technology to
learn tailoring?

Jdliet collaborates with WOUGNET to organize
workshops for other girls.




You've raised
a remarkable
daughter

A village elder speaks to Juliet's father.
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